
 
 
Chairman’s Report March 15th March 2021 
 
Looking back on the third year of our club, it has been a testing time with the Corona 
virus pandemic.  Nevertheless, we have worked hard to deliver training both online 
from time to time and on the track where possible.  We have also made investments to 
support our club for future success. 
 
Key achievements 
 

- We have successfully planned and delivered many socially distanced, small, 
event focused groups, whenever government restrictions would allow.   

- In spite of all the challenges, 73 athletes trained during the year, with 60 winning 
lock down heroes medals for training at least 5 times and a further 16 winning 
medals for participating in competitions. 

- It’s great to see that our new Long jump pit has seen a bit of action. 
- We have also won further grant success in particular with £3,700 from Sport 

England and £2,000 from the County Durham Community Foundation.  We are 
very grateful to these sponsors, whilst thanks go to Mark and Samantha 
respectively for their hard work in securing this funding.  Money is being invested 
primarily in a storage container and sports equipment. 

 
Money 
 
Financially, in spite of investments and reduced weekly contributions owing to Covid 19,  
we thankfully continue to retain some surplus funds. 
 
Obituaries  
 
It is with great sadness that Michael Keogh passed away before his time on 18th 
October 2020, after a short battle with cancer.  Michael helped the club as a coach 
from time to time, he secured funding support/sponsorship and importantly won the 
most medals so far, representing Phoenix Flyers AC,  including 4 gold and 2 silver medals 
at the NE Senior Men’s championships in 2019. 
 
Sadly, Brian Reekie, without whom our club may never have existed, also died in 2020 
on 12th December at the ripe old age of 87.  Brian was responsible for getting me 
involved in athletics and Mark was subsequently enlisted shortly afterwards.  
Brian acted as a mentor and inspiration to many of us at the club and he will be 
remembered fondly.  “Gan Canny, Old Reekie”.  
 
 
 
 

  



Committee and Coaching 
 
All of our efforts are on a voluntary basis and we want to encourage more people to 
get involved, taking an active part in the future running of the club.  This will ensure we 
stay fresh and progressive and that new ideas and inspirations are grasped to make our 
club even better. 
 
I would like to thank current committee members for their hard work and drive in 
making the club a success.  It is only with such commitment that our club is able to run 
as successfully as it does. 
 
A massive thank you to Mark Ellis for his diligence and hard work as Club Secretary over 
the past three years. 
Mark has yet again given so much time and effort in collating club reports, managing 
web and social media, coaching, officiating and winning grant funding.  Though Mark 
will be stepping down as Club Secretary at the AGM and we will seek to elect a 
replacement, Mark will both help with the handover and will continue to play an active 
and important role in the future of Phoenix Flyers AC. 
 
Gillian Kemp continues to perform an excellent job managing club finances, running 
Survey Monkey for weekly training, providing the tuck shop and much more.  Gillian has 
the top attendance of anyone in supporting the club on training nights.    
 
Steve and Lesley Foster also continue to support the club through coaching, managing 
membership and often supporting at weekend competitions and elsewhere such as 
extra sessions with long jump coaching and working with Gillian at a weekend to sort 
out our new container.  Their ongoing commitment and support are greatly 
appreciated. 
 
In spite of a very tough year, Samantha Keogh has once again done a fantastic job in 
securing funding support for Phoenix Flyers.  With Sam’s academic projects ending in 
May, we hope this will free up more time to enable Sam to re-engage in coaching as 
she also completes her Coaching qualification. 
 
Ben and Sue Crampton have joined the committee during the year.  Ben is building on 
the IT side given his teaching background in this area. 
 
Natasha Stephenson has worked hard in delivering some great coaching sessions, 
whilst spending many hours over weekends working out the athletics groups during 
restrictions on numbers for those attending each session.  A challenging task which 
Natasha has managed very well.  Natasha will hopefully be starting University in 
September so we will see less of her then. 
 
Following her qualification as an assistant Coach, Kamila Kruk has helped tremendously 
coaching some of the younger athletes.  Often Kamila has been assisted by Owen 
Wadge and elsewhere Katie Moody and Katie Gill have been very helpful with their 
time and assistance. 
 
 
 
 
 



Framwellgate School 
 

- We find the School staff both accommodating and supportive and would also 
like to give special thanks to the site Manager Tony Wilcock for his helpfulness 
and constant support for our Club.  

 
Family Ethos 
 
One of the things which sets our club apart is its strong family ethos.   
When restrictions end, parents participating in training will be warmly welcomed again, 
and we hope to be in a position to organise some social events once more. 
 
Principles 
 
As custom now dictates, I end my report by returning to our roots and reflecting on our 
Mission Statement which is: 
 
- To deliver health & fitness opportunities for local communities in County Durham. 
 
For members to: 
- Enjoy athletics 
-  Get fit and stay fit 
-  And do so in a safe environment 
 
- To bring Talent to life 
 
May we continue to fly high and burn brightly. 
 
Training resumes on Tuesday 30th March 
 
 
Frank Stephenson  
Chairman and Coach – Phoenix Flyers AC  


